
Escape. Connect. Relate.

Equalities & Diversity 

- Race & Racism
Our world, and our local communities, are made up of

a diverse range of people with different ethnicities,
cultural origins and backgrounds, national identities,

and skin colours. All racial identities deserve to be
celebrated and represented in British and Scottish

society, as they all contribute to the culture we share. 
 

Racism is discriminatory behaviours, policies, rules etc.
that result in an unfair advantage to some people and
unfair or harmful treatment of others based on their

race.
Cambridge Dictionary



A Change is Gonna Come by Mary Bello et al
This is an anthology of stories and poetry from BAME writers on the
theme of change. Contributors include top Young Adult authors Patrice
Lawrence and Nikesh Shukla alongside a host of fresh new voices.
S3+, Anthology

ECR Suggested Reads

Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman
Sephy is a Cross - a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is
a Nought - a “colourless” member of the underclass. They've been
friends since childhood, but that’s as far as it can go because Noughts
and Crosses simply don’t mix. Against a background of prejudice and
distrust, a romance builds between Sephy and Callum - a romance that
is to lead both of them into terrible danger. 
S3+, Series

Many of our suggested reads are available from your school library and from Edinburgh
Libraries. Some books may contain triggering or upsetting content. Please use the age
ratings as guidance and ask your school librarian for help. Books are listed in alphabetical
order by author's surname.

Pet by Akwaeke Emezi
There are no more monsters anymore, or so the children in the city of
Lucille are taught. Alongside her best friend, Redemption, Jam has
grown up with this lesson all her life. But when she meets Pet, a
creature made of horns and colours and claws, who emerges from a
painting and a drop of blood, she must reconsider. Pet is hunting a
monster, and something grim lurks in Redemption's house. Jam must
fight not only to protect her best friend, but also to uncover the truth.
S1+, Series

Amari and the Night Brothers by B.B. Alston
Amari knows three things - her big brother Quinton has gone missing,
no one will talk about it, and his mysterious job holds the secret. So
when Amari gets an invitation to the Bureau of Supernatural Affairs,
she's certain this is her chance to find Quinton. But with an evil magician
threatening the whole world, and her own classmates thinking she is
the enemy, Amari has never felt more alone. And if she doesn't pass her
tryouts, she may never find out what happened to Quinton...
S1+, Transitions

https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena/join-the-library
https://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/web/arena


Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds
Fifteen-year-old Will has his brother's gun shoved in the back of his
jeans. See, his brother was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No
crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where he’s now heading. He gets
on the elevator, 7th floor, stoked. He has 60 potent seconds to decide
whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. He
knows who he’s after. Or does he? 
S1+, Verse novel

The Boxer by Nikesh Shukla
Seventeen-year-old Sunny is feeling isolated and disconnected in the
city he's just moved to and joins a boxing club to learn to protect
himself after a racist attack. He finds the community he's been
desperately seeking at the club, and a mentor in trainer Shobu, who
helps him find his place in the world. But racial tensions are rising in the
city, and when a Far Right march through Bristol turns violent, Sunny is
faced with losing his new best friend Keir to radicalisation.
S3+

Ghost by Jason Reynolds
Running. That's all that Ghost has ever known. Just never for a track
team. But when he impulsively challenges an elite sprinter to a race -
and wins - the track coach sees he has something: crazy natural talent.
Thing is, Ghost has something else: a lot of anger, and a past that he is
trying to outrun. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed and meld
with the team, or will his past finally catch up to him?
S1+, Series

The Black Kids by Christina Hammonds Reed
Ashley's life changes when four police officers are acquitted after
beating a black man named Rodney King half to death. Suddenly,
Ashley's not just one of the girls - she's one of the black kids. As violent
protests engulf LA and the city burns, Ashley tries to continue on as if
life were normal, even as her world splinters around her. In the chaos,
Ashley, along with the rest of LA, is left to question: who is the us? And
who is the them?
S3+

(Un)arranged Marriage by Bali Rai
Seventeen-year-old Manny wants to be a footballer. Or a pop star. He
wants to choose his own path in life. He doesn't want to get married yet
but his friends are waiting for him - waiting to take him to a wedding.
To his own wedding. A wedding that he didn't ask for and doesn't want.
To a girl he doesn't know. Now he must fight to free himself from family
expectations so that he can be himself and dance to his own tune.
S3+



On the Come Up by Angie Thomas
Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at least make
it out of her neighboorhood one day. But now that her mom has lost her
job, foodbanks and shutoff notices are as much a part of Bri’s life as
beats and rhymes. With bills piling up and homelessness staring her
family down, Bri no longer just wants to make it — she has to make it.
S3+

Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas
With his King Lord dad in prison and his mom working two jobs,
seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter helps the only way he knows how:
slinging drugs. Life's not perfect, but he's got everything under control.
Until he finds out he's a father... Suddenly it's not so easy to deal drugs
and finish school with a baby dependent on him for everything. So when
he's offered the chance to go straight, he takes it. But when King Lord
blood runs through your veins, you don't get to just walk away.
S3+

Lies We Tell Ourselves by Robin Talley
In 1959, Sarah is one of the first black students to attend a previously
all-white school. An honours student at her old school, she is now in
remedial classes and is tormented daily. Linda is the daughter of an
opponent of integration, taught that the races should be kept separate.
Forced to work together on a school project, they confront harsh truths
about race, power and how they really feel about one another.
S3+

Dear Justyce by Nic Stone
Vernell LaQuan Banks and Justyce McAllister grew up a block apart. 
But Justyce walks the halls of Yale University while Quan sits behind
bars. Troubles at home and misunderstandings at school give rise to
police encounters and tough decisions. But then there's a dead cop and
a weapon with Quan's prints on it. What leads a bright kid down a road
to a murder charge? Not even Quan is sure...
S1+, Series

Dear Martin by Nic Stone
Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy League. But that
doesn't matter to the cop who just put him in handcuffs. Then comes the
day he goes driving with his best friend, windows rolled down and music
turned up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words
fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In
the media fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack. 
S1+, Series



The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
Starr moves between two worlds: the poor neighbourhood where she
lives, and the fancy school she attends. The uneasy balance between
these worlds is shattered when she witnesses the fatal shooting of her
unarmed best friend at the hands of a police officer. Some are calling
him a thug, while protesters are taking to the streets in his name. What
everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? 
S3+

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation. Life is hell for the slaves, so
when recently arrived Caesar tells her about the Underground Railroad
they decide to take a terrifying risk and escape. With a relentless slave
catcher close on their heels, Cora embarks on a harrowing flight, state
by state, seeking true freedom.
Senior

Face by Benjamin Zephaniah
Martin seems to have it all. He's cool, funny, and he's the undisputed 
leader of his gang. One night after the gang leave a club, he accepts a
ride. Too late, he realises that the car is stolen, and that the 
police are after them. What happens next will change his life and looks,
and show him the true meaning of strength, courage, discrimination and
friendship.
S3+

Gangsta Rap by Benjamin Zephaniah
It's the last straw for everyone when Ray and his friends are suspended
from school. Their headmaster decides to give them a second chance
and the boys are taught the business of the music industry, what it
takes to record an album, and how to lay down a track. But their dream
soon becomes a nightmare as violence escalates around them.
Suddenly, not only their careers but their very lives are at stake. 
S3+

Cane Warriors by Alex Wheatle
The only life Moa has ever known is toiling on the Frontier sugar cane
plantation for endless hot days, fearing the vicious whips of the
overseers. Then one night he learns of an uprising, led by the
charismatic Tacky. Moa is to be a cane warrior, and fight for the
freedom of all the enslaved people in the nearby plantations. But
before they can escape, Moa must face his first great task: to kill the
overseer. Time is ticking, and the day of the uprising approaches...
S3+



Natives by Akala
From the first time he was stopped and searched as a child, to the day
he realised his mum was white, to his first encounters with racist
teachers - race and class have shaped Akala's life and outlook. Akala
takes his own experiences and widens them out to look at the social,
historical and political factors that have left us where we are today.
S3+

Information Books

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou
Sent by their mother to live with their devout grandmother, Maya and
her brother endure the ache of abandonment and the prejudice of the
local "powhitetrash." At 8 years old and back at her mother’s side, she is
attacked by a man many times her age. Years later, she learns that love
for herself, the kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas
of great authors will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned.
S3+

Why I'm No Longer Talking to White People About Race
Exploring issues from eradicated black history to the political purpose of
white dominance. From whitewashed feminism to the inextricable link
between class and race. Reni Eddo-Lodge offers a timely and essential
new framework for how to see, acknowledge and counter racism. It is a
searing, illuminating, absolutely necessary exploration of what it is to
be a person of colour in Britain today.
S3+

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
Trevor Noah shares his story of growing up in South Africa with a black
South African mother and a white European father at a time when it
was against the law for a mixed-race child like him to exist. But he did
exist - and from the beginning, the often-misbehaved Trevor used his
smarts and humour to navigate a harsh life under a racist government.
S1+

What is Race? Who Are Racists? Why Does Skin Colour Matter? And
Other Big Questions by Claire Heuchan and Nikesh Shukla
Talk about race is often discouraged, but this book aims to bring 
everyone into the conversation. It explores the history of race and 
society and looks at belonging and identity, the damaging effects of
stereotyping and the benefits of positive representation.
S1+



Resources
Disclaimer: ECR does not take credit for content provided by these links,
which are all offered and maintained by external providers

Discrimination

Discrimination definition, advice and support for young people from Childline
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/your-
rights/discrimination-hate-crime-equality/

Racism

Racism definition, advice and support for young people from Childline
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/crime-
law/racism-racial-bullying/

Information, advice and support for young people from Young Minds
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/racism-and-mental-
health/

Stereotypes

Stereotypes definition, advice and support for young people from Childline
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/your-
rights/understand-me/
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